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Status 
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6) M Claim(s) 1-7. 12. 13. 15-17.44-52 and 54-56 is/are rejected. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1. In the amendment filed 11/03/2009, claims 1-3,12-13,15-17,44-46,51-52 are 
pending and are presented for examination. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement dated 05/26/2009 and 09/25/2009 have 
been considered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
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matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

4. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1,148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

5. Claiml -3,1 2-1 3,1 5-1 7,44-46,51 -52 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over koppelman et al (Patent 6,662,164) and in view of Pressmar P 
(PGPub 2003/0004960). 

6. As regards to claims 1 ,1 2, 44 and 51 , koppelman discloses A transaction filtering 
system for allocating transactions among a plurality of business objects, the 
system comprising: 

storage configured to store generated allocation rules and to store transaction 
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data associated with a plurality of transactions, each generated allocation rule 
being associated with at least one of the plurality of business objects, each 
generated allocation rule being generated by combining a first predefined rule of 
a node of a hierarchical data structure with a second predefined rule inherited 
from a parent node, the first predefined rule characterizing a member of the at 
least one of the plurality of business objects; [column 10, lines 23-36] 
Koppelman does not disclose a query engine configured to query the transaction 
data using the generated allocation rules; and an allocation manager configured 
to make one or more attempts to allocate a member of the plurality of 
transactions among the plurality of business objects, wherein each generated 
allocation rule determines if a business object is entitled to an allocation from a 
particular transaction. 

Pressmar discloses a query engine configured to query the transaction data 
using the generated allocation rules; and [99,105,112] an allocation manager 
configured to make one or more attempts to allocate a member of the plurality of 
transactions among the plurality of business objects, [0012,0103] wherein each 
generated allocation rule determines if a business object is entitled to an 
allocation from a particular transaction. 

It would have been obvious for a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention was made to use Pressmar in the device of Koppelman. The 
motivation would have been to dispatch members as required among the 
business units. 
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7. As regards to claims 2, 45 and 52, koppelman discloses The transaction filtering 
system of claim 1 , wherein a member of the plurality of transactions is a sale and 
the query engine is configured to determine commission allocation. [column 2 
lines 50-52] 

8. As regards to claims 3 and 46, koppelman discloses The transaction filtering 
system of claim 1 , wherein a member of the plurality of transactions is a 
purchase and the query engine is configured to determine cost allocation. 

9. As regards to claim 13 Koppelman discloses the computing system of claim 12, 
wherein the hierarchical data structure is configured to represent relationships 
between business objects in a sales organization, [column 6 lines 7-16, lines 35- 
46] 

1 0. As regards to claim 1 5, koppelman the computing system of claim 1 2, 
wherein the first generated allocation rule is produced by traversing the 
hierarchical data structure.. [column 10 lines 23-26] 

11. As regards to claim 1 6, koppelman discloses the computing system of claim 1 2, 
wherein the second query is configured to identify a business object having a 
management role with respect to a node of the hierarchical data structure. 
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[column 1 lines 39-43] 

12. As regards to claim 17, koppelman discloses the computing system of 
claim 12, further including a transaction source configured to generate the 
transaction data. .[column 10 lines 23-26] 

1 3. Claims 4-7,47-50,54-56 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over koppelman et al (Patent 6,662,164) and in view of Pressmar P 
(PGPub 2003/0004960) and in further view of Finebaum M.L. (PGPub 
2002/0156719) 

14. As regards claims 4-6,54-56 and 47-49 Koppelman does not disclose The 
transaction filtering system of claim 1 , wherein a member of the plurality of 
transactions is unallocated after a first attempt at allocation. 

wherein a member of the plurality of transactions is under-allocated after a first 
attempt at allocation. 

wherein a member of the plurality of transactions is over-allocated after a first 
attempt at allocation. 

Finebaum discloses The transaction filtering system of claim 1, wherein a 
member of the plurality of transactions is unallocated after a first attempt at 



Application/Control Number: 10/691,941 Page 7 

Art Unit: 3694 

allocation. 

wherein a member of the plurality of transactions is under-allocated after a first 
attempt at allocation, 
wherein a member 

of the plurality of transactions is over-allocated after a first attempt at allocation. 
[0275] 

It would have been obvious for a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention was made to use Finebaum in the device of Koppelman. The 
motivation would have been to allocate partial trades throughout the day. 

15. As regards claims 7 and 50, Koppelman does not disclose The transaction 

filtering system of claim 1 , wherein a second attempt at allocating the member of 
the plurality of transactions includes identifying a business object configured to 
manually determine the allocation. 

Finebaum discloses wherein a second attempt at allocating the member of the 
plurality of transactions includes identifying a business object configured to 
manually determine the allocation. [0373] 

It would have been obvious for a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention was made to use Finebaum in the device of Koppelman. The 
motivation would have been to allocate transactions manually or automatically. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JOHN A. ANDERSON whose telephone number 
is (571)270-3327. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through 
Friday 8:00 to 5:00 Pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trammell can be reached on 571-272-6712. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/John A Anderson/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3694 



John A Anderson 
Examiner 
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/J. A. A./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3694 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3694 



